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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Ash Wednesday

Invitation to Prayer:
Brothers and sisters,

marked with the sign of repentance,

let us pray to God for a Lent, 

that is fruitful in the works of mercy and compassion,

the renewal of hope in this Jubilee Year,

and the salvation of all people.

Concluding Prayer:
Gracious and merciful God,

look with love upon a sinful people

who desire only their return to you,

and grant that we may begin this holy season,

with perseverance in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

Through Christ our Lord.

Or:
By the discipline of Lent, O God,


purify our hearts of all pretension,


bring us closer to you,


and make the whole Church ready


to celebrate the mysteries of Easter.


Through Christ our Lord.
Or:
God of infinite compassion,


grant that by the power of the Spirit 


our repentant hearts may open us 


to the fullness of your loving mercy,


that we may be transformed in the image of your Son,


Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Or:
Holy and invisible God,


who hear every prayer, see every act, and know every thought,


look upon our service this day


and through the prayer, fasting and almsgiving of this holy season 


prepare us for the glory of the resurrection.


Through Christ our Lord.


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Ash Wednesday
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the Church, marked with the cross of God’s unconditional love;

and for the renewal and deepening of our baptismal faith this Lent.

We pray to the Lord.

2.
For the leaders of nations and the important challenges and decisions they face

in working for peace;

and for all who work to implement justice and dignity for their peoples.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
For generosity in sharing with the poor and needy this Lent;

and for the catechumens of the Church, preparing for Baptism during Lent.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
For the Spirit’s guidance in being ambassador of God's unconditional love;

and for a new hope for those weighed down with worry or fear.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
For those in our midst who need understanding, forgiveness and healing;

and for the sick, hospitalized and home bound who cannot join us today.

We pray to the Lord.

6.
For all who have died recently

and for all parishioners who begin this time of renewal in God’s love 


by prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

We pray to the Lord.

